Youth Ministry Sunday 2007
Gathering
One:
We are called here by God
All:
who calls us each by name,

and gathers us together in unity and love.

One:
From schools, workplaces, homes, and other places
All:
we are each called into the creative Spirit of God; Ruah Elohim.

One:
Young and old and in the middle,

individuals, couples and families,

All:
we hear our names being called to join in worship.

One:
We come from scattered lives to this sanctuary 
All:
to celebrate the Spirit who lovingly invites us to create peace 

through justice for all.
Opening Prayer

Loving God, you have called us to live as Jesus; 
We long to respond to your call; openly, lovingly, completely.

Hear our deepest desires and yearnings.

Help us to hear what the Spirit is saying.

Amen.

Suggested Readings        (we suggest you minimize the number of readings but if you would like to do three plus a psalm, we have included suggestions for all)
First Reading: Genesis 1: 1 – 2

Reader concludes the reading: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading:  Romans 14: 13 – 18
Reader concludes the reading: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 8

A David Psalm

 1 God, brilliant Lord, yours is a household name. 

 2 Nursing infants gurgle choruses about you; 
      toddlers shout the songs 
   That drown out enemy talk, 
      and silence atheist babble. 

 3-4 I look up at your macro-skies, dark and enormous, 
      your handmade sky-jewelry, 
   Moon and stars mounted in their settings. 
      Then I look at my micro-self and wonder, 
   Why do you bother with us? 
      Why take a second look our way? 

 5-8 Yet we've so narrowly missed being gods, 
      bright with Eden's dawn light. 
   You put us in charge of your handcrafted world, 
      repeated to us your Genesis-charge, 
   Made us lords of sheep and cattle, 
      even animals out in the wild, 
   Birds flying and fish swimming, 
      whales singing in the ocean deeps. 

 9 God, brilliant Lord, 
      your name echoes around the world.
The Message: Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson
Gospel: John 3: 1 - 8
Sermon - many parishes ask a young person to address the congregation; this might take 

     the form of a talk, a Power Point presentation, a piece of music, etc.
Affirmation of Faith

We believe in a bright and amazing God,

who has been to the depths of despair on our behalf;

who has risen in splendour and majesty;

who decorates the universe with sparkling water, 

clear white light, twinkling stars and sharp colours 

over and over again.

We believe that Jesus is the light of the world;

that God believes in us and trusts us

even though we make the same mistakes 

over and over again.

We commit ourselves to Jesus,

to one another as brothers and sisters,

and to the Maker’s business in the world 

over and over again.

God said: Let there be light.

We say: We will be the light.

Amen.

Prayers of the People – many parishes ask the youth group or a youth to write and/or deliver 
      the prayers of the people
Confession and Absolution
One:
How many of us have done something wrong? 
Part of growing up is being

able to take responsibility for our lives and our actions.

One helpful way to do that is to name before God


our pain and our faults, 


our sins, as we call them in church.


That’s what we do in our prayer of confession.


This is an action prayer – please stand if you are able.


Let us pray, with hope, sure and true,


that God sees our sinfulness


and does not turn away from us.


Touching the sides of the mouth with both hands

One:
Let us offer the sins of our mouths

All:
Gracious God,


we offer to you the words we’ve said in anger


or when feeling spiteful or hurt,


lies we’ve told that we thought didn’t matter


or that we could “get away with”.


Two hands on your head

One:
Let us offer the sins of our minds.


Holy God,


we offer to you thoughts we’ve had that disrespect others


or show a lack of respect for ourselves.


Hands over your heart

One:
Let us offer to God the sins of our hearts.


Merciful God,


we offer to you the times when our hearts were bitter


and we refused to forgive,


or when we were sad and refused to be comforted,


or when we shut others out and didn’t share love.


Hands open, upwards, at chest height

One:
Let us offer the sins of our hands.


Loving God,


we offer to you the times we used our hands


to do things that brought harm to others,


to the earth or to ourselves;

the times we were not kind.


Lifting open hands overhead

One:
Let us take the sins of our mouths and our minds,


our hearts and our hands and release them to the heart of God.


One hand spiralling downward


God transforms us,


Pure and clean as the dove of the Holy Spirit,


for we are beloved.


No matter where we are, God is there.


No matter what we have done, God forgives.


No matter our reluctance to accept God; God has accepted us.


With that assurance, receive forgiveness,


and live fully.


This is the Good News of the Gospel.

Thanks be to God. 

Peace

God has called us to live in peace and love.

The God of love and peace be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer Over the Gifts

Caring God,
May we offer not only our material gifts
but our whole selves to you,

and to all who need our support in the quest for your peace 
through justice for all.

Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer A (interactive & shorter)
Let us remember together that vision of God’s reign

shown to us in Jesus at table:

he shared food with followers and friends,
with saints and sinners,

with crowds of thousands on the hillside,
and a few friends in an upper room.

On the night before he died,

he had supper with his companions.
He took a loaf of bread, and after giving thanks,

he broke it, and gave it to them, saying:

“Take, eat. This is my body.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then, he took a cup, and after giving thanks,

he passed it among them, saying:

“Drink this cup. This is my blood of the new covenant.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Through this bread and wine, Jesus lives within us.

In word and deed, Jesus lives among us.
Loving God, who sent your son, to show us the way to you,
Empower our celebration with your Holy Spirit,
feed us with your life,

fire us with your love,

confront us with your justice,

and make us one in the body of Christ

with all who share your gifts of love.

Amen.
Or Eucharistic Prayer B (Eucharistic Prayer 4 from the B.A.S.)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to give you thanks and praise,

O Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe,

You are worthy of glory and praise.

Glory to you forever and ever.

At your command all things came to be;


the vast expanse of interstellar space,

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses,

and this fragile earth, our island home;

by your will they were created and have their being.

Glory to you forever and ever.

From the primal elements

you brought forth the human race,

and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill;

you made us stewards of creation.

Glory to you forever and ever.

But we turn against you, and betray your trust;

and we turn against one another.

Again and again you call us to return.

through the prophets and sages

you reveal your righteous law.

In the fullness of time you sent your Son,

born of a woman, to be our Saviour.

He was wounded for our transgressions,



and bruised for our iniquities.
By his death he opened to us

the way of freedom and peace.

Glory to you forever and ever.

Therefore we praise you,
joining with the heavenly chorus,

with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,

with those in every generation

who have looked to you in hope,

to proclaim to them your glory,

in their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.


Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, Lord our God,

for sending us Jesus, the Christ,

who on the night he was handed over

to suffering and death,

took bread, said the blessing,

broke the bread, gave it to his friends,

and said, “Take this, and eat it:

this is my body which is given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper,

he took the cup of wine;


he gave you thanks,

and said, “Drink this, all of you:

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Glory to you forever and ever.

Gracious God,
we recall the death of your son, Jesus Christ,



we proclaim his resurrection and ascension,

and we look with expectation for his coming

as Lord of all the nations.

We who have been redeemed by him,

and made a new people by water and the Spirit,

now bring you these gifts.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this offering of your Church,

that we who eat and drink at this holy table

may share the divine life of Christ our Lord.

Glory to you forever and ever.

Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth
and make it your new creation.

Gather your Church together

from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,

where peace and justice are revealed,

that we, with all your people, 

of every language, race and nation,

may share the banquet you have promised.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,

all honour and glory are yours,

creator of all.

Glory to you forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

With Jesus, we pray…

Our Father in Heaven, 
remind us constantly that you are parent to all your children, 
whoever, or wherever they are or come from. 

Hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,

establishing peace and justice, hope and life for all peoples. 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
disturb us into awareness of the needs of others. 

Forgive us our sins, 
our pride and our prejudices. 

As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
especially keep our hearts and minds open 
to see the good in others. 

Deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, 
just and true, 

The power, 
gentle and fair, 

And the glory, 
shot through with the colours of love, 

Are yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ.
We, being many, are one body,

for we all share in the one bread.

The Communion

The gifts of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God.

Prayer after Communion

We give thanks that bread broken brings wholeness;
that wine poured out replenishes;

that time spent with the Risen Christ and one another

is gift and grace.

Amen.

Dismissal

Go into the world:

dance, laugh, sing, and create.


We go in the assurance of your blessing, O God.

Go into the world:

risk, explore, discover, and love.


We go with the assurance of your grace, O God.

Go into the world:

believe, hope, struggle, and remember.


We go with the assurance of your love, O God.


Thanks be to God! Alleluia!
Resources:

Celebrate God’s Presence; A Book of Services for the United Church of Canada, The United Church Publishing House, 2000, adapted by Christyn Perkons
Iona Abbey Worship Book, The Iona Community, Wild Goose Publications, adapted by Christyn Perkons

From Shore to Shore. A new resource of liturgies, litanies and prayers from around the world. Pub. by USPG and SPCK. 
The Book of Alternative Services of the Anglican Church of Canada, Anglican Book Centre, Toronto, Canada, 1985.
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