Youth Ministry Sunday, as we celebrate the gifts of youth and youth ministry at work in our Diocese, is a perfect opportunity to explore new liturgies. Contemporary language is very engaging and appealing to many youth connecting them to their faith in an unexpected way!  And for all of us, seeing the familiar written in other language can awaken our hearts in a new way. Please pick and choose from the following; taking what will work best for your own community.  However you choose to celebrate Youth Ministry Sunday in your parish, we encourage you to involve the youth and children of your community as much as possible in the planning and the service. We would love to have a copy of your Youth Ministry Sunday bulletin!
Transformed Through Relationship 
with God and with Others
Call to Worship

One:
In the midst of creation,


in the fields and the city,


to all who will listen,
All:
we will tell of your love.
One:
In the company of the poor,

in the presence of the mighty,


to all who will listen,

All:
we will tell of your love.
One:
Your love is more than words;

your love is real and active

to all who will listen.
All:
May we open our hearts, and 

be transformed by your love.
Reading Suggestions:

Exodus 3:1-12 (call of Moses) or 1 Samuel 3:1-19 (call of Samuel)
Romans 12: 1 – 8 (place your life before God as an offering)
Luke 14: 15 – 24 (Jesus tells the parable of the banquet)
Other options for proclaiming the Gospel: a drama from Fearless Pharaoh FooFoo and a spontaneous melodrama can be accessed by contacting Christyn Perkons at christyn.perkons@niagara.anglican.ca
Sermon:
Many parishes ask a young person or persons to address the congregation; this might take the form of a talk, a PowerPoint presentation, a piece of music or a dramatic interpretation. If you would like a past participant or a volunteer staff member of a diocesan Youth Ministry program to speak at your parish, please contact Christyn Perkons.
Affirmation of Faith

All:
We believe in a bright and amazing God,


who has been to the depths of despair on our behalf;


who has risen in splendour and majesty;


who decorates the universe with sparkling water, 


clear white light, twinkling stars and sharp colours 


over and over again.


We believe that Jesus is the light of the world;


that God believes in us and trusts us


even though we make the same mistakes 


over and over again.


We commit ourselves to Jesus,


to one another as brothers and sisters,


and to the Maker’s business in the world 


over and over again.


God said: Let there be light.


We say: We will be the light. Amen.

The Prayers of the People 

(Many parishes ask the youth group or a youth to write and/or deliver the prayers of the people. Some suggestions for inclusion – the graduates of the Youth Leadership Development Program, the staff and participants of the Niagara Youth Conference, the staff and participants of Camp Canterbury Hills, and the children, youth and family participants in programs of your parish)
Forgiveness & Reconciliation

One
We come seeking forgiveness 

for all we have failed to be and do.  

In God there is forgiveness.

All
Loving and all-seeing God,


forgive us where we have failed to support one another


and where we have failed to be what we claim to be.


Forgive us where we have failed to serve you;


and where our thoughts and actions 

have been contrary to yours,


we ask your forgiveness.

One
God forgives us; let us be at peace.


Christ is resurrection and reconciliation 

for the whole human race; 

let us rejoice and be glad!

All
We shall all be one in Christ, one in our life together.


Praise to God who has created us,


praise to God who as accepted us,


praise to God who sends us into the world.  Amen.
Prayer over the Gifts
One:
Loving God, help us to give to you, in the Spirit you have given to us,

All:
with a generosity beyond imagining, 

with a sense of justice that will not rest, 

with a desire to forgive that is unrelenting, 



with a breadth of vision that is global, 

and with a love that you made clear to us in Jesus. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Presider:
We are gathered here today
All:
to be a people united in hope and in love.
Presider:
We are gathered here today
All:
to be a people whose thankful living changes lives.
Presider:
We are gathered here today
All:
to celebrate the beauty and diversity of God's people.
Presider:
God you created the universe and gave us life.
All:
You made us in your image

filling our hearts with love,

filling our lives with hope,

filling our world with wonder.
Presider:
Yet we have turned away from you
All:
setting up walls which divide us

by race, culture, and creed

by status, image, and money

by failing to love those who are not like us.
Presider:
You call us back
All:
through the words of your prophets

through the life of Jesus

and through the example of all 

who have loved us unconditionally.
Presider:
And now we gather at this table
All:
to bring down the barriers that divide us

to reaffirm our love for you and for one another

to embrace the uniqueness that is your image 

in us and in each other.
Presider:
On the night before he died, 

Jesus gathered his friends at a table

to share a meal of peace and unity,

to give those who shared it

a glimpse of creation as you will remake it through us.

He took bread and gave you thanks,
gave it to them and said,

“Take and eat, this is my body which is given for you.”
After supper he took the cup and gave you thanks,

gave it to them and said,

“Take this all of you and drink from it,

This is my blood which will be shed for you,

Drink this to remember me.”
Presider:
As we share this bread and wine
All:
Send your Spirit on us and on these gifts


of bread and wine 


that they may become for us 


your healing and loving presence


making us whole.
As we are fed by your love,
may we feed the world!
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
For those who would like to use a contemporary adaptation, the following 
comes from the New Zealand Prayer Book, The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia)



Eternal Spirit,


Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver



Source of all that is and that shall be,



Father and Mother of us all,



Loving God, in whom is heaven:



The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!



The way of your justice be followed by all the peoples of the world!



Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!



Your commonwealth of peace and freedom



sustain our hope and come on earth.



With the bread we need for today, feed us.



In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.



In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.



From trials too great to endure, spare us.



From the grip of all that is evil, free us.



For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,



now and for ever. Amen.
Invitation
Presider:
Jesus invites us to share in this joy-filled banquet!

All:

“…people will come from east and west,



from north and south,



and will eat in the kingdom of God.”
Prayer after Communion

All:


In gratitude, in deep gratitude 



for this moment, this meal, these people, 



we give ourselves to you. 



Take us out to live as changed people 



because we have shared the Living Bread 



and cannot remain the same. 



Ask much of us, 



expect much from us, 



enable much by us, 



encourage many through us. Amen.

Dismissal

One:
Love of God
All:
Grow in us

One:
Fire of God

All:
Refine us

One:
Laughter of God

All:
Dance in us

One:
Justice of God

All:
Define us

One:
Tears of God

All:
Weep in us

One:
Beauty of God

All:
Caress us

One:
Story of God

All:
Run deep in us

One:
Mystery of God

All:
Bless us

Resources:  

A Wee Worship Book, Wild Goose Publications

Fire and Bread: Resources for Easter Day to Trinity Sunday, Wild Goose Publications

Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild Goose Publications

A New Zealand Book of Prayer, The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia
