Youth Ministry Sunday, as we celebrate the gifts of youth and youth ministry at work in our Diocese, is a perfect opportunity to explore new liturgies. There’s nothing more appealing to many youth than using different language to express our faith. And for all of us, seeing the familiar written in other language can awaken our hearts in a new way. Please pick and choose from the following; taking what will work best for your own community.  However you choose to celebrate Youth Ministry Sunday in your parish, we encourage you to involve the youth and children of your community as much as possible in the planning and the service. We would love to have a copy of your Youth Ministry Sunday bulletin!
Come as you are
Call to Worship

One:
The God of heaven has made a home on earth.

All:
Christ dwells among us and is one with us.
One:
The highest in all creation lives among the least,

All:
Christ journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary.

One:
Come now all who thirst

All:
and drink the water of life.
One:
Come now all who hunger

All:
and be filled with good things.
One:
Come now all who seek

All:
and be warmed by the fire of love.

Opening Prayer

One:
There are diverse gifts:

All:
but it is the same Spirit who gives them.

One:
There are different ways of serving God:

All:
but it is the same Lord who is served.

One:
God works through people in different ways:

All:
but it is the same God whose purpose is achieved through them all.

One:
Each one of us is given a gift by the Spirit:

All:
and there is no gift without its corresponding service.

One:
There is one ministry of Christ:

All:
and in this ministry we all share.

One:
Together we are the body of Christ:

All:
and individually members of it.

Reading Suggestions:

Exodus 3:1-12 (call of Moses) or 1 Samuel 3:1-19 (call of Samuel) - both God’s call to serve as they are
Psalm 139

Matthew 14: 22 – 33 Jesus invites Peter to step out in faith but accepts him even though Peter’s faith is weak
Romans 15:7-13

Sermon:
Many parishes ask a young person or persons to address the congregation; this might take the form of a talk, a PowerPoint presentation, a piece of music or a dramatic interpretation. If you would like a past participant of a diocesan Youth Ministry program to speak at your parish, please contact Joyce Wilton or Christyn Perkons.
Affirmation of Faith

All:
We trust that God hopes and works for a world where all shall be included in the feast of life, and that in Christ we see how costly it is to bring that world about.


We trust that God’s strategy for a new world is to put the poorest first, and that nothing is more important for God’s people than to bring the poor good news.


We trust that God’s strategy for a new world is to put the poorest first, and that nothing is more important for God’s people than to bring the poor good news.


We trust that rich and poor alike can be generous, wise and creative because all are made in God’s image, and that all are made poorer when they are left out.


We trust that loving our neighbours means welcoming and accepting the stranger and working for justice so that all have a say in what happens to them.


We trust that God made the good earth to sustain and delight us, and that we are called to take care of it and enjoy it.


We trust that the God of all the earth is at work beyond the churched as well as within them, making common cause the inclusion of all.


We long for the time when the meek shall inherit the earth and all who hunger and thirst after justice shall be satisfied, and we trust that, despite the persistence of evil, now is always the time when more good can be done and we can make a difference.

The Prayers of the People 

(Many parishes ask the youth group or a youth to write and/or deliver the prayers of the people. Some suggestions for inclusion – the graduates of the Youth Leadership Development Program, the staff and participants of the Niagara Youth Conference, the staff and participants of Camp Canterbury Hills, and the children, youth and family participants in programs of your parish)
Confession and Words of Assurance
One:
To build a community of disciples, we must be ready to appreciate the gifts and talents of 
some very different persons.

All:
When we are not prepared to search carefully for the hidden abilities of others, 
perceptive God, forgive us!
One:
To build a community of disciples, we must be ready to listen to the deepest concerns of 
our friends in Christ.

All:
When we fail to listen with our heart as well as with mind, compassionate God, 
forgive us!

One:
To build a community of disciples, we must be ready to walk to gospel walk, as well as talk 
to gospel talk.

All:
When commitment is hard and selfish priorities win the day, suffering God, forgive 
us!
One:
To build a community of disciples, we must be ready to listen to new truth and act 
courageously on what we hear.

All:
When our minds are closed, and our hearts remain unmoved by the needs of the 
tested ones, continuing revealing God, forgive us!
One:
To build a community of disciples, we must be ready to place Jesus Christ at the centre of 
our life’s pattern.

All:
When we deny the cost of following Jesus Christ and ignore the challenge of his 
teaching, loving God, forgive us!
(time for silent reflection)
One:
New life is your gift.

All:
By the gifts of your grace, our lives are transformed - discovery of new insights, 
acceptance of new truths, 
refusal to let guilt overburden us, willingness to work 
joyfully with others, ability to bear discipleship’s cost – in all these, new and 
abundant 
life is given to us.

One:
Sin is overcome; pardon and peace are truly yours!

All:
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts
One:
Loving God, help us to give to you, in the Spirit you have given to us,

All:
With a generosity beyond imagining, with a sense of justice that will not rest, with a desire to forgive that is unrelenting, with a breadth of vision that is global, and with a love that you made clear to us in Jesus. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
One:
The Lord be with you.

All:
And also with you.

One:
Lift up your hearts.

All:
We lift them to the Lord.

One:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

One:
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, we praise you for your love revealed to us in Jesus, who walks with us, our Wisdom, and our Way, sharing our joy and sorrow, healing the sick, feeding the hungry, and setting the captive free.  So it is that we join the song of all creation to proclaim your goodness:

All:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the One that comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

One:
Mighty and tender God, in Jesus of Nazareth we recognize the fullness of your grace: light, life, and love, revealed in words that confront and comfort us, in teachings that challenge and change us, in compassion that heals and frees us.  And now we gather at this table to remember and to be filled with such longing for your realm, that we may rise together to turn our worship into witness and to follow in your way.


We remember that when Jesus ate with his friends, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, he broke it and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat.  This is my body given for you.  Each time you do this, remember me.”  Then, he took a cup, and after giving thanks, passed it to his friends, saying: “Drink.  This cup that is poured out for you is the promise of God, made in my blood.  Whenever you drink it, remember me.”


Loving God, we rejoice in the gift of your grace, remembering Christ’s life and death, proclaiming his resurrection, waiting in hope for his coming again.  Grant that, in praise and thanksgiving, we may so offer ourselves to you that our lives may proclaim the mystery of faith:

All:
Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again.

One:
Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who share in this loaf and cup may be the body of Christ: light, life, and love in the world.  In this hope and as your people, we praise you.  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer

For those who would like to use a contemporary adaptation:
Our Father who is innocent and pure, 

Holy is your name.


May love be seen as all that it is.


May earth be seen as heaven is.


Nourish this day with your bountiful supply, 


And allow us to receive as

we give that right to others.


Restore us from the perils of illusion, And renew our perception of truth.


For truth is the kingdom,

and love is the power, 

and Yours is the glory forever.

Prayer after Communion

All:
In gratitude, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people, we give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we have shared the Living Bread and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. Amen.

Dismissal

One:

Take your responsibility as members of Christ’s Church to heart!

All:

We will study God’s word diligently; we will grow in the faith steadily; we will serve others justly and carefully; we will participate in the faith community enthusiastically; and we will rejoice in what we share, as those marked by the love of Jesus.

One:

Loving God, go with us as we return to the world this morning.

Contemporary Song Suggestion:

Song: Come, Now is the Time to Worship

Come, now is the time to worship

Come, now is the time to give your heart

Come, just as you are to worship

Come, just as you are before your God

Come

One day every tongue will confess You are God

One day every knee will bow

Still, the greatest treasure remains for those

Who gladly choose You now
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Resources:  

“Prayers to Share: responsive prayers for each Sunday of the Church year” by David Sparks, Woodlake Books, 2003.

"Love Without End: Jesus Speaks", by Glenda Green

“A Wee Worship Book”, Wild Goose Publications, 1999. 

“Iona Abbey Worship Book”, The Iona Community, Wild Goose Publications, 2001.
