Youth Ministry Sunday, as we celebrate the gifts of youth and youth ministry at work in our Diocese, is a perfect opportunity to explore new liturgies. There’s nothing more appealing to many youth than using different language to express our faith. And for all of us, seeing the familiar written in other language can awaken our hearts in a new way. Please pick and choose from the following, taking what will work best for your own community.  However you choose to celebrate Youth Ministry Sunday in your parish, we encourage you to involve the youth and children of your community as much as possible in the planning and the service. We would love to have a copy of your Youth Ministry Sunday bulletin!
Gathering of the Community
One:
The world belongs to God,

All:
the earth and all its people.
One:
How good it is, how wonderful,

All:
to live together in unity.
One:
Love and faith come together,

All:
justice and peace join hands.
Opening Prayer

One:

Loving God,



We come together as your people made one in the Spirit:

All:

we come as a praising people, singing your goodness;

we come as a praying people, bringing our needs, our joys;

we come as a listening people, open to your Word.
Transform us with your love and 
empower us to act in faith and justice. Amen.

Suggested Readings 

Reading:  
Ezekiel 36: 24 – 28

Reading:

To laugh is to risk appearing the fool.
To weep is to risk appearing sentimental.
To reach for another is to risk involvement.
To expose your ideas, your dreams,
before others is to risk their loss.
To love is to risk not being loved in return.
To live is to risk dying.
To believe is to risk despair.
To try is to risk failure.

But risks must be taken, because the
greatest hazard in life is to risk nothing.
Communities of people who risk nothing, do nothing,
have nothing, are nothing.
They may avoid suffering and sorrow in the short term,
but they cannot learn, feel, change,
grow, love…… live.
Chained by their attitudes they are slaves;
they have forfeited their freedom.
Only a people who risk are free.
Author Unknown
Reading:
Matthew 14: 22 – 33 or the following monologue taken from “The Pattern of our Days” - Worship in the Celtic Tradition from the Iona Community
Walking on the Water

This monologue may be used as a replacement of the biblical reading or as a reflection on the biblical reading in worship.


He told us to cross the lake-


to go on home in the boat


and to leave him with the crowd on the shore.


I’d not wanted to do that.


We were, after all, his protectors;


without us there, who was to stop the people staying


with him all night,


wearing him out, demanding of him


more stories and cures and miracles?


But he’s insisted,


and given us no choice.


I’d no idea how he was intending to get home-


it was a long walk, and a lonely one.


It turned into a bad night.


A storm blew up-


it came out of nowhere,


and we were sailing straight into it.


The waves slapped against the sides of the boat,


the cold spray showering over us,

soaking us to the skin.

It was a night of nightmares.


And then the screams-


someone shouted out that they could see a man

walking toward us through the water-

a ghost,

a trick of the moonlight,

the spirit of a long-drowned sailor,

our imagination ran riot.

And then a voice came out of the darkness,

a human voice,

a voice we knew

shouting through the storm-

“Have courage, it’s me, don’t be afraid.”

There was a silence then, a strange silence,

as if the waves were waiting to see how we would answer.

I heard myself speaking.

“Master, if it is you,

if it is really you,

tell me to come to you across the water.”

Another silence,

and then a single word-

a word that filled me with terror and delight-

“Come.”

I climbed over the boat’s side,

and walked toward him.

I felt like a child again,

balancing dangerously along the top of a high wall,
full of laughter and of pride.

I had nearly reached him

when I felt the wind pulling at me,

buffeting me,

and I looked around me into the darkness,

and I panicked, and I sank,

splashing and spluttering into the cold waves.

At once he had hold of me,

telling me to trust him,

carrying me back to the boat.

I remember lying there,

curled up on the deck,

catching my breath,

clutching at the wet mast,

still feeling the strength of his body close to mine.

The wind had dropped by then,

and the others were sitting at his fee,

hardly able to look up at him.

One of them, trying to make sense of it all,

told him that he must be God’s son.

He did not reply.

As we sailed eastward,

toward the dawning light,

the waves rocked us gently,

reassuringly,

as if God’s hand were cradling us,

strengthening us,

soothing away our fears.
Sermon:
Many parishes ask a young person or persons to address the congregation; this might take the form of a talk, a PowerPoint presentation, a piece of music or a dramatic interpretation such as the one above. If you would like a past participant of a diocesan Youth Ministry program to speak at your parish, please contact Joyce Wilton or Christyn Perkons.
Affirmation of Faith
We trust in God,

eternal yet dynamic 

who created and is creating,

who keeps covenant with humankind,

who sets before us the ways of life and death.

We trust in Jesus, the servant-teacher,

who lived the way of dying-rising,

who, with authority and compassion, 

calls us to live and bear witness to God’s way.

We trust in the Holy Spirit, sustaining presence


and transforming power,

who dwells among us in clarity and mystery,

who inspires us individually and corporately,

who challenges, prods, emboldens.

We know that our trusting influences

our daily walking and talking,

our doubting and struggling,

our deciding and choosing

our responses to people and systems.

We intend, in this community, 

to raise questions hopefully,

to work for justice lovingly,

to share ministry faithfully and passionately 
– by God’s grace!

The Prayers of the People 
(Many parishes ask the youth group or a youth to write and/or deliver the prayers of the people. Some suggestions for inclusion – the graduates of the Youth Leadership Development Program, the staff and participants of the Niagara Youth Conference, the staff and participants of Camp Canterbury Hills, and the children,  youth and family programs of your parish)
Confession and Absolution

One: 
Let us confess our brokenness.
All:
God, who in love created us,

who is present in every aspect of our world;

forgive us 


when we have not touched


but trampled you in creation,


when we have not met


but missed you in one another,


when we have not received


but rejected you in the poor and the different,


forgive us our failings.

One:
God forgives you


Forgive others;


Forgive yourself.


Be at peace.

The Prayer Over the Gifts
One:

For the gift of stories;



For the gifts of learning and experience;



For the gifts of question and doubt;


for the gifts of time, talent and treasure;



for the gifts of your table;



for all we understand, for all that remains a mystery,





for your loving presence in and through it all,

All:

we give you thanks.

Eucharistic Prayer

Option A
Celebrant:
Here at this table, Jesus is our host and we are the guests.
All:

We come to the banquet
Celebrant:
Those who wish to serve him
All:

must first be served by him.

Celebrant:
Those who want to follow him.

All:

must first be fed by him.
Celebrant:
This is the table where God intends us to be nourished;

All:

this is the time when the Spirit makes us new.
All:
What we do here, we do

in imitation of what Christ first did.


To his followers in every age,


Jesus gave an example and command

rooted in the experience he shared with his disciples.
Celebrant:
On the night on which he was betrayed,


and as they were sitting at a meal,


Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it.


He gave it to the disciples saying,


“This is my body. It is broken for you.


Do this to remember me.”


Later, after they had eaten,


he took a cup of wine and said,


“This cup is the new relationship with God


made possible because of my death.


Drink this all of you, to remember me.”
All:

So now we do as Jesus did.


We take this bread and this wine,



the produce of the earth and fruit of human labour.



In these, Jesus promised to be present;



through these, Christ will make us whole.

Celebrant:
Loving God, send now your Holy Spirit



to settle on this bread and wine



and fill them with the fullness of Jesus.

All:

And let that same Spirit rest on us,



transforming us



from the patterns of this world



so that our being wholly reflects the one 



whose food we now share.
Option B 

B.A.S Eucharistic Prayer 5 p. 204
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant:
God whom the universe could not contain


is present to us in this bread.

All:

Jesus who redeemed us and called us by name


now meets us in this cup.

Prayer After Communion

Celebrant:
Let us pray.



We give thanks
All:

that bread broken at Christ’s invitation



brings wholeness and



that the cup shared renews us.

Celebrant:
We give thanks
All:

that vision breathed upon by the Spirit



unites, enlivens, 


and challenges us



to passionately follow Christ;



to minister in excellence to one another;



to practice justice, and to grow in love for one another.

Dismissal
One:

Go into the world


to live as changed people.

All:

We go with the promise of God’s blessing.

One:

Go into the world


to risk sharing your transformation.

All:

We go with the promise of God’s grace.

One:

Go into the world


to love as God cherishes you.
All:

We go with the promise of God’s love.
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