One in the Spirit... Let’s Celebrate
Gathering of the Community
One:

The Spirit of God moves among us,



binding us in covenant with faithful people



of every time and place.

People:
The Spirit stirs within us,



moving us to proclaim the gospel to all people.

One:

The Spirit moves through us,



making us channels of God’s love.

People:
As we gather to worship,



we open ourselves to the spirit of the living God



made known to us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Opening Prayer

One:

Loving God,



We come together as your people made one in the Spirit:

All:

we come as a praising people, singing your goodness;

we come as a praying people, bringing our needs, our joys;

we come as a listening people, open to your Word.
Fill us with your love and empower us 

to act in faith and justice. Amen.

Suggested Readings 
First Reading:
Ezekiel 36: 24 – 28


Reader concludes: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people of God


All:  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Cor. 12: 1-13



Reader concludes:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people of God


All:  Thanks be to God.

Some parishes will feel comfortable using a non-biblical source for the first or second reading. For those parishes, we have included a compilation from Bishop Desmond Tutu’s God Has A Dream.
A Voice from the Saints of Today: God Has A Dream by Desmond Tutu

“…each one of us is meant to have that space inside where we can hear God’s voice. God is available to all of us. God says, ‘Be still and know that I am God.’…
Do you realize that God needs you? Do you realize that you are God’s partner?...Without us, God has no eyes, God has no ears; without us, God has no arms. God waits upon us, and relies on us…if we are to be true partners with God, we must learn to see with the eyes of God – that is, to see with the eyes of the heart and not just with the eyes of the head. The eyes of the heart are not concerned with appearances but with essences…as you begin to see with the eyes of God, you begin to realize that people’s anger and hatred and cruelty comes from their own pain and suffering. As we begin to see their words and behaviour as simply the acting out of their suffering, we can have compassion for them. We no longer feel attacked by them, and we can begin to see the light of God shining in them. You should not be daunted by the magnitude of the task before you. Your contribution can inspire others, embolden others…

Gospel Reading:  Matt 5: 13 - 16

Sermon:
Many parishes ask a young person or persons to address the congregation; this might take the form of a talk, a PowerPoint presentation, a piece of music or a dramatic interpretation.

Affirmation of Faith
We trust in God,

eternal yet dynamic 

who created and is creating,

who keeps covenant with humankind,

who sets before us the ways of life and death.

We trust in Jesus, the servant-teacher,

who lived the way of dying-rising,

who, with authority and compassion, 

calls us to live and bear witness to God’s way.

We trust in the Holy Spirit, sustaining presence


and transforming power,

who dwells among us in clarity and mystery,

who inspires us individually and corporately,

who challenges, prods, emboldens.

We affirm the church, community of faith and caring,


covenant and promise,

which nurtures our pilgrimage and

through which we are called to be witnesses to

God’s truth, love and justice.

We know that our trusting influences

our daily walking and talking,

our doubting and struggling,

our deciding and choosing

our responses to people and systems.

We intend, in this community, 

to raise questions hopefully,

to work for justice lovingly,

to share ministry faithfully,

and passionately – by God’s grace
We believe in God, eternal yet ever-moving one,

who creates and is creating,

who keeps covenant with humankind,

who sets before us the ways of life and death.

The Prayers of the People 
(Many parishes ask the youth group or a youth to write and/or deliver the prayers of the people.)
Confession and Absolution

Voice 1:
Salt is good but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it?

Voice 2:
Giving God, you bless us with saltiness
All:

but we became bland.

Voice 3:
You trusted us with your Word

All:

but we did not keep it.

Voice Four:
You gifted us with the Spirit of oneness in you

All:

but we turned away.

Voice Five:
You lit a flame of love in our midst

All:

but we hid it under conformity,



smothering it with our fears.

One:

God, in your love for us

All:

forgive us.

Silence

One:

Forgiving God, we believe that you have called us 

All:

to be salt and light

One:

that you offer us time and space and strength

All:

to begin again;

One:

that the Spirit frees us 
All:

to be new people, to live new lives.

Silence

One:

Giving and forgiving God,

All:

we thank you!

One:

Have salt in yourself, and be at peace with one another…

The Prayer Over the Gifts
One:

For the gift of stories;



For the gifts of learning and experience;



For the gifts of question and doubt;


for the gifts of time, talent and treasure;



for the gifts of your table;



for all we understand, for all that remains a mystery,





for your loving presence in and through it all,

All:

we give you thanks.

Eucharistic Prayer

Option A
Celebrant:
May God be with you.

All:

And also with you.

Celebrant:
Let us lift our hearts.

All:

We lift them up to God.

Celebrant:
Let us give thanks to God.

All:

Joyfully we do so.

Celebrant:
We give you thanks God our Creator, for bringing the world into being, for forming persons in your likeness, for recalling us when we hurt each other, and for keeping the world in your steadfast love.

Through your prophets and leaders you call us from the waters of our birth to the fires of new life. 
We remember your blessing to our ancestors Abraham and Sarah, and your promises to Moses and Miriam. With them and with all your saints, we gather to share the food of your journey. We join with a cloud of witnesses in saying,

All:

Holy, holy, holy, God of passion and life

Heaven and earth are full of your radiance

Glory to you, O God.

Blessed is the One who comes into our hearts,

God of passion and life.

Celebrant: 
Holy God, who, in the person of Jesus, showed us a pathway to your love, who stands in solidarity with the oppressed, who weeps with the mourners, who dances with the joyful, teach us to be a thankful, faithful people to you and to each other.
On the night before his death, our brother Jesus sat at a table with friends. He acknowledged their love and fear, binding them together in suffering and hope. He took bread and when he had given thanks, said to them, "This is my body," for us his word and his life which was broken so that we might find our mission.

Then he took the cup of blessing, gave thanks and said, "This is the cup of blessing," the blessing that held his joy and tears, our joy and tears.

Loving Creator, we offer you our work and our lives in this symbol of bread. We offer up our laughter and suffering in the cup of life. Bind us together in one body as your hopeful spirit-filled people.
Send your Spirit upon us and upon this offering so that we may courageously live our God-story, a community of friends spreading the good news throughout the world. Therefore with the Holy One, we place all hope in you, Creator and Sustainer of the universe, now and forever.

All:

Amen.
Option B 

B.A.S Eucharistic Prayer 5 p. 204
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant:
The bread that we break
All:

is our sharing in the life of Christ
Celebrant:
The cup of blessing for which we give thanks

All:

is our sharing in the life of Christ.

The Invitation

Celebrant:
This is the table of the Lord,



ready for those who love God,



and those who want to love God more.



So come,



you who have much faith



and you who have little,



and you who have been here often,



and you who have never been before,



you who have tried to follow Jesus



and you who have failed.



Come, because it is Christ 

who invites us to meet him here.

The Communion

Celebrant:
The gifts of God for the People of God

All:

Thanks be to God.

Prayer After Communion

Celebrant:
Let us pray.

Eternal and dynamic God,



though we live in a world of need

All:

here we have tasted your goodness



and hungered for a world more just.

Celebrant:
Though afflicted by brokenness and division

All:

here we have heard your call 



to be a people of healing community.

Celebrant:
Though daily we touch our limits,

All:

here we have received your grace 

freeing us to reach further.

Celebrant:
Send us forth, gracious God,

All:

in faith, in hope and in love.



Amen.

Doxology
One:

Glory to God,

All:

whose power, working in us,



can do infinitely more



than we can ask or imagine.



Glory to God from generation to generation,



in the church and in Christ Jesus,



forever and ever. Amen.

Dismissal
One:

Go into the world;



Dance, laugh, sing, and create.

All:

We go with the assurance of God’s blessing.

One:

Go into the world;



Risk, explore, discover and love.

All:

We go with the assurance of God’s grace.

One:

Go into the world;


Believe, hope, struggle and remember.
All:

We go with the assurance of God’s love.



Thanks be to God!
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