Youth Ministry Sunday 2006

Call to Worship

One:
Jesus is the true vine and God is the vine grower.

All:
We are the branches.

One:
It is God’s Word that makes the branches strong;

All:
and the Word bears fruit.

One:
The Word gives rise to action;

All:
and action proves our discipleship.

One:
God celebrates when we act faithfully;

All:
and we give back praise and glory, to God.

Opening Prayer

One:
Come join our celebration, Loving God!

All:
We are gathered as a faith community of prayer and praise.

One:
Come join our celebration, Loving God!

All:
We give thanks for your creative, life-giving presence.

One:
Come join our celebration, Loving God!

All:
Your Word is inspiration, and light in the dark places.

One:
Come join our celebration, Loving God!

All:
To know you is a joy, and to faithfully serve you is a delight.

Amen.

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in a bright and amazing God,

who has been to the depths of despair on our behalf;

who has risen in splendour and majesty;

who decorates the universe with sparkling water, 

clear white light, twinkling stars and sharp colours 

over and over again.

We believe that Jesus is the light of the world;

that God believes in us and trusts us

even though we make the same mistakes 

over and over again.

We commit ourselves to Jesus,

to one another as brothers and sisters,

and to the Maker’s business in the world 

over and over again.

God said: Let there be light.

We say: We will be the light.

Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Loving God,


Hear our prayers:
for the hungry and the overfed,

may we have enough;

for the mourners and the mockers,

may we laugh together;

for the victims and the oppressors,

may we share power wisely;

for the peacemakers and the warmongers,
may dear truth and stern love lead us to harmony;

for the silenced and the propagandists,

may we speak our own words in truth;

for the unemployed and the overworked,

may our mark on this earth be kindly and creative;

for the troubled and the secure,

may we live together as wounded healers;

for the homeless and the pampered,

may our homes be simple, warm, and welcoming;

for the vibrant and the dying,

may we all die to brokenness and live to love.  Amen.
First Reading:  Gen 9:8-17

Psalm 148

Second Reading:  1 Cor 12:4-12

Gospel: John 15:1-8

Confession

O God of mystery,

we confess that, more than deep questions,

we love easy answers;

explaining away miracles, disarming the Good News,

we domesticate your wild ways.


Teach us to love our questions, O God.


Teach us to struggle with faith.


Teach us to live with your holy mysteries.

Assurance

The God who challenges us

is also the God who encourages us.

The God who confronts us is also the God who accepts us.

Be assured that God is with us even now,

accepting, guiding, and forgiving.

Prayer Over the Gifts

You, O god,

Are the dancing spirit of life.

We offer these gifts in gratitude

For hope returned,

For the mystery of your grace,

And for the promise of resurrection.

Holy, holy, holy God,

Power of life and love!

Heaven and earth are full of your glory!

Hosanna though the ages!

Blest is the One who comes to bring your justice to earth!

Eucharistic Prayer A

On the night before he died,

Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you,

he broke it, and gave it to those who sat with him, saying:

“Take, eat.

This is my body, given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way he took the cup, saying:

“This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,

do this in remembrance of me.”

Let us remember together that vision of God’s reign

shown to us in Jesus at table:


he shared food with followers and friends,

with saints and sinners,


with crowds of thousands on the hillside,

and a few friends in an upper room.


On the night before he died,


he had supper with his companions.
He took a loaf of bread, and after giving thanks,

he broke it, and give it to them, saying:


“Take, eat.


Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then, he took a cup, and after giving thanks,

he passed it among them, saying:


“Drink this.


Do this in remembrance of me.”

Through this loaf and cup, Jesus lives within us.


In word and deed, Jesus lives among us.

God of majesty,

with reverent hearts we name you also

God of self-giving love.

We give thanks, blessing above blessing,

for Jesus Christ,

son of Mary, Word of life.

We remember Jesus,

faithful friend and living hope:

attesting trust before the powers;

seeking the forgotten and abused;

setting the prodigal and righteous

at the one feast of forgiveness.

We remember Jesus,

risen and eternal One,

Christ who comes to meet us.

Eucharistic Prayer B

Holy God,

you alone are holy,

you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:

beyond the stars,

beneath the sea,

within each cell,

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness;

through the water,

by night and day,

across the wilderness,

out of exile,

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your Son:

at the heart of human life,

near to those who suffer,

beside the sinner,

among the poor,

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way, at the table, and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit

in our gathering,

upon this bread,

within this cup,

among your people,

throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you,

Holy God,

for your mercy,

through Christ Jesus,

by your spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

Prayer after Communion

One:
Eternal and gracious One,


Though we live in a world of need,

All:
here we have tasted your goodness


and hungered for a world more just.

One:
Though afflicted by brokenness and division,

All:
here we have heard your call


to be a people of healing community.

One:
Though daily we touch our limits,

All:
here we have received


the fullness of your grace.

One:
Send us forth, O God,

All:
in faith, in hope, and in love.


Amen.

Dismissal

Go into the world:

dance, laugh, sing, and create.


We go in the assurance of your blessing, O god.

Go into the world:

risk, explore, discover, and love.


We go with the assurance of your grace, O God.

Go into the world:

believe, hope, struggle, and remember.


We go with the assurance of your live, O God.


Thanks be to God!

Resources:

Celebrate God’s Presence; A Book of Services for the United Church of Canada, The United Church Publishing House, 2000.

Iona Abbey Worship Book, The Iona Community, Wild Goose Publications, Adapted by Christyn Perkons
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